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MATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

THE REPUDIATION VETO.

The abuse of Prerogative (as it really is, and
such prerogative as the Kings of more than one,

European monarchy dare no longer exercise) in the*
resort to the Vwlo power by the Executive of the
United States, has grown too frequent, and is,
latest use, too intolerably bad, for us to pass over

without a minuter examination than we could at

the instant give it, the President's of the
8U1 of this month, returning to the Senate the Bill,
which had passed both Houses of Congress, pro¬
viding for the claims of our citizens who suffered
by French spoliations prior to the year 1800, and
offering the official "reason*" for negativing this

long-delayed act ofjustice.
In this Message the President assigns, in obe¬

dience to the constitutional phrases, his " reasons"
against the Bill and his " objections to its becoming
a law." Now, are reasons and objections, such as

those are, a compliance with the purpose of the
Constitution, or are they only reasons in name, for
what is in point of fact an arbitrary, naked, cruel,
and unjust exertion of mere sovereign will ? And,
in place of such, might not the President have, just
as decently as to the laws, more respectably as to
his own reputation for skill to color a bad act, spoke
out in the old words, and said, for his sole reason,
44Stat pro ratione voluntas

For his first reason, his leading objection, and, as

if to convict himselfof having no legitimate grounds
for what he is doing, the President is at pains to
state that the antiquity of the losses, (to be compen¬
sated by the bill,) the multiplicity of the facts, the
extended negotiations to which they gave rise, the
brief time left him to look into the merits of the
claims, and the pressure upon him of other duties,
prevent his having examined the mailer in its de-
tails. To quote his precise words :
" In attempting to give the bill the careful examination it

requires, difficulties presented themselves in the outset, from
the remoteness of the period to which the claims belong, the
complicated nature of the transactions in which they originat¬
ed, and the protracted negotiations to which they led between
France and the United States. The short time intervening
between the passage of the bill by Congress and the approach-
iog close of their session, as well as the pressure of other official
duties, have not permitted me to extend my examination of
the subject into its minute details. But, in the consideration
that I have been able to give to it, I find objections of a grave
character to its provisions."
Now, Congress, upon full investigation, had re¬

cognised the fact of the claims, the principle that
we were to pay them, and even the general amount.
about how much they were. What, then, was
there to ascertain, except those very details which
the President in effect avows that he could not in¬
form himself about? The principle and the fact of
a debt being ascertained, what was left but to can¬

vass and sift the details; that is, the validity and
extent of each particular claim belonging to this
body of claims, and making up, when joined to the
rest, its gross amount?

" Details/1 then, not principles, were the impe¬
diments to the President's signing this bill.details
into which he had not looked.nay, details into
which (had there been ever so much lime at his
disposal) he had no business to enter; for he is
not a judge nor a commissioner to pass upon the
individual rights arising under a law of the land.
.» Details r* Why, there were none in the bill l

Congress hatTnot undertaken judicially to parcel
out to each claimant a legal award for the exact
amount due him on proof: that was to be left to

commissioners, a judicial function. Congress had
only, after many investigations, nearly all leading to
the same result, satisfied itself that there did exist
a large and valid body of such claims ; that our

Government had, upon receipt o( ample considera¬
tion, placed itself under obligations to satisfy them;
and had, with a most tardy faith, at last acknow¬
ledged the debt and provided a sum to cover it,
leaving, of course, to judicial distribution the pro¬
portions in which and the persons to whom the
money was to be paid. Does not any one see,
then, at a glance, that the Executive's talking about
the "details" in a case like thin.the items that
are to be admitted in favor of this or that indivi¬
dual.is, in effect, little better than saying that he
will not sign any law that has details in it ?

Multitudes of claims for individual losses, or ser¬

vices, or supplies furnished, come before Congress.
It examines them, in their principles, proofs,
amounts, through its Committee on Claims. If
these report favorably on them, they are usually
provided for by what are called " private bills
which that now in question really is, only em¬

bracing many persons. The only differences be¬
tween such cases of single persons and the present
are in favor of the latter. For, in the case of the
single person, Congress ascertains judicially the
whole matter, the amount to be paid, and leaves
nothing to the surer inquiry of a tribunal: but here
the matter was to be submitted to legal examination ;
and the claim itself possessed this vast superiority
over ordinary private ones.that it had been origi¬
nally preferred by the nation itself, acting for its
citizen*, against a foreign Power; that the nation
had thus vouched for it* reality and its ex¬
tent; but had, for a very important considera-
ion. renounced the claim as against Prance, and
engaged by treaty to pay its citizens the sum
which it had been demanding on their behalf.
This claim, then, having passed through an adverse
examination much severer than any that ordinary
private ones are subjected to, is again to be revised,
as to payments under it, by judicial agents of some
kind or other; so that its dignity is far higher and
its merits much better ascertained than can be those
provided for by common private bills. And now,
all this being incontestably so, will any hunlan being
undertake to tell us how, upon his own principles,the Prksidknt has been able to sign aniy one pri¬
vate hill of the many that he has this yrar appro-
red f Did he examine all their "details ?" Had
he " time" for them ? Certainly not; he did not
attempt, he did not desire to do, as to them, that
which the not having the power to do, as to this, is
alleged by him as a fatal " objection." Why did
he not, then, send in each instance such bills back
with a veto, informing the House in which they ori¬
ginated that " he had not time to look into the de
4 tails of so many ; that the pressure of other busi
. ness (wars, subtreasuries, free-trade, and othci
' occupations) does not permit him to indulge ir
4 humdrum investigations, like this, of mere wrongt
' or debts to our own citizens; that Congress has it¬
self not . examined the details' of these bills, bul
left that to be done by only a few committee-men ;

. and, in abort, that lie wont sign any thing of which

. j,e jom understand all the details, except such
» a* are to carry his own purposes iuto effect.Ute
. Tariff bill, lor example, or the Mexicapt ,war bill."

But what! Is the President in the habit of such
girict, such rigid investigation, before he acts ? Let
us see a little :

44 What is the main thing we are abdut, just now?"
44 Why, to be sure, a war with Mexico."

k. " And, pray, what are the grounds for thai war ?"
44 Why one of them, and conspicuously presented

as such in the proclamation prepared for Gen. Tay¬
lor, that some of our citizens have juat such claims
against her as these others had against France."

44 Well, who got us into this war ?"
44 Mr. Polk, indisputably."
" Of course, then, he had 4 examined all the de¬

tails' of those claims, thus gone to war for, had he
not ?"

*4 Not at all. How was he to do it ? He had
not4 time.' A few of the claimants may have stated
their own cases to him; but that's no evidence ;
'tis only the beginning of an inquiry. Our life on

it, as many of these French claimants have told him
their cases; and he is, he must be, just as well in¬
formed as to the justice and the amount ofeach par¬
ticular claim for French spoliations prior to 1800 as

of those against the Mexicans."
44 In truth, it would seem so; still, he vetoes the

French claims ; and he plunges the country into an

unnecessary and most costly war with our compa¬
ratively weak neighbor about the Mexican ones !"

But let us proceed to his further 44 reasons" and
44 objections the next that come are as follows :

44 For the satisfaction of the claim* provided for, it U pro¬
posed to appropriate live millions of dollarn. I can perceive
no legal or equitable ground upon which thia large appropria¬
tion can reat. A portion of the claim* have been more than
half a century betore the Govarunient, in ita Executive or Le-
gialative Departments, and all of thein had their origin in
eventa which occurred prior to 1800. Since 1803 they have
been from time to time before Congreaa. No greater neces-

aity or propriety exiats for providing for these claims at thia
time than haa existed for near half a century j during all which
period thia questionable measure haa never until the present
Ume received the favorable consideration of C< ngreaa. It is
scarcely probable, if the claim had been regarded as obligate,
ry upon the Government, or constituUng an equitable demand
upon the Treasury, that those who were contemporaneous
with the eventa which gave rise to it, ahould not long since
hive done justice to the claimants. The Trcaaury has often
been in a condition to enable the Government to do so with¬
out inconvenience, if the claim* had been consid ered just.
Mr. Jefferson, who was fully cognizant of the early dissen¬
sion* between the Government of the United Statea and
France, out of which the claima arose, in his annual message
in 1808 adverted to the large surplus then in the Treasury,
and ita 'probable accumulation,' and inquired whether it
ahould lie ' unproductive in the public vaults and yet theae
claims, though then tiefore Congreaa, were not recognised or

piid. Since that the public debt of the revolution and of the
war of 1812 has been extinguished, and at several periods since
fie Treasury has been in possession of Jarge surpluses over
the demands upon it. In 1836 the surplus amounted to many
millions of dollars, and, for want of proper objects to which
11 apply it, it was directed by Congress to be deposited with
the States."

Well: first of all, the President is alarmed at an

appropriation of five millions for a peaceful object;
an objcct that he docs not know to be otherwise
than just; which Congress has, after repeated in¬
vestigations, decided to be so : but appropriations of
twenty or thirty millions towards a war, likely to
cost at the rate of sixty millions of dollars a year
while it lasts, and which every body, even the Pre-1
sident himself, knqrws might have been easily avoid-]ed, startle htm not in the least!
He can perceive no legal no requitable ground for

the appropriation. That, however, is by no means

unaccountable; since he has just assured us that
| he has not been able to make himself acquainted
with the grounds of the matter.itn 44 details," by
which alone the justice of each case could be learnt.
The claims are old, and therefore worthless. But|

they are younger than either us or Mr. Polk : and we
should unwillingly believe that either of us grows
less respectable with every added year of life ?
The remainder of the paragraph is little else but

an argument to prove that a debt, no matter what
its justice, should not be paid, for the admirable and
moral reason that it has not been paid! 441 did
not pay you yesterday: therefore I ought not to
pay you to-day!" Exquisite logic! Most inge.
nious ethics ! 44 It cannot be necessary that you
should be paid : for, lo! you have not been paid !"
Probably, then, if these poor people had been paid
forty-four years since, that would be a conclusive
reason for now paying them ! It is a bad rule,
they say, that won't work both ways. Our Gov¬
ernment of the time when the treaty by which the
Government took upon itself these claims was con¬
cluded did not discharge the obligation ; and there¬
fore (insists he) their successors ought not to dis¬
charge it. It is clear, then, that, as Mr. Van Bu-
ren's Administration left behind it some twelve or

eighteen mi lions of^ unpaid debt, Gen. Harrison's
ought not to have provided for liquidating it; and
clearer still that, as the Revolutionary Government
could not meet its engagements, nor Mr. Madison's
the loans of the war of 1812, all these great and old
amounts, never settled till about 1834, should have
been repudiated! For what is all such doctrine as

this but the most arrant repudiation ?
The President's next sentence contains an asser¬

tion as to fact just about as authentic as these rea¬

sonings are respectable:
44 During this extended coarse of tiu»e, embracing periods

eminently favorable for satisfying all juat demands upon the
Government, the claims embraced in thia bill met with no fa¬
vor in Congress, beyond the reports of committees, in one or

the other branch. These circumstances alone are calculated
to raise strong doubts in respect to these claim* ; and especial¬
ly a* all information neceswrry to a correct juilgment concern¬

ing them has been long before the puldic. These doubts are

strengthened in my mind by the examination I have lieen ena¬
bled to give to Ute transaction in which tbey originated."

Being as ill-informed of this whole matter as the
Executive avows that he is, he should not have
hazarded any assertion. Tbese claims have been,
with litUe exception, always reported on favorably,
hy the Concessional committees to which referred.
Repeatedly, they have been so reported on unani¬
mously. Nor is that all: they have several times
parsed one or the other House, but then failed in
the other, either through want of time to art on

them, or by means of some of that opposition which
is so easily gotten up, under the popular name of
Economy, to defeat directly or destroy by a side
blow any thing of large amount.

Mark, however, the ludicrous lapsus of the nexf
sentence of the paragraph : the President said grave¬
ly, in the outset, that the matter is a very intricate
one, and required much time and labor to compre¬
hend it.more than he could give; and now he
avers that "all information necessary to a correct!

judgment on it has been long before the public."
Erery body, then, in or ought to be easily in pos¬
session of the general and substantial merits of the
thing; and, if so, what excuse is there for a Pre¬
sident of the United States, so much less ac¬
quainted than others widi what he is to act ou,

making that want of information his reason for
strangling what die Legislature has understanding¬
ly done ?
Does he touch the origin, the foundation, the

principle, the history, any more than he has done
the details of the claims? He does; but only
enough to evade any statement, any examination.
For he next takes up and dismisses all that, as he
had done the " details" of the bill, by saying.
"The limited time allow*] me, before your adjournment,

make* it imjtoaaible to reiterate the fact* aud arguments by
which, in preceding Congresses, these claims have been suc¬

cessfully resisted."
An arbitrary line alone, a casual date, separates

these claims from a subsequent body of French spo¬
liations. These later ones were paid twelve yeare
ago. Accruing under a less outrageous Govern¬
ment, were the cases like to be better founded ?
Just the contrary. Were we not on the evg of a

war about them? Certainly. Yet were not they,
too, some thirty years old ? Dates say *o. But
had Congress repeatedly had favorable reports on
them? It had never looked into them. Were we

under any speciat pledge of faith to the claimants ?
Not the least. Had the President 44 examined int
all their details ?" The President was General
Jackson, whose turn for laborious investigation was
not remarkable. But, at any event, why did the
claim which he then set up and would have fought
for, stop exactly at this date of September 30th,
1800? Notoriously and avowedly because the
United Slates had already received complete com¬

pensation, in the acquisition of Louisiana, for all
claims before 1800. Have we made tkis clear?
The next 44 reasons" run as follows :

44 The present is a period particularly unfavorable for the
satisfaction of claims of so large an amount, and, to say the
least of them, of so doubtful a character. Then is no surplus
in the Treasury. A public debt of several milions has been
created within the last few years. We are enraged in a for¬
eign war, uncertain as to its duration, aud involving heavy
expenditures; to prosecute which war Congreis has, at its
present session, authorized a further loan. So hat, in effect,
the Government, should this bill become a lav, would have
to borrow money and increase the publio debt to pay these
claims."

44 A particularly unfavorable period," quotha?
How is that ? A period when the flourishing reve¬
nue system of the country can be prudently upset.
a period when a fresh hard money experiment can
be ventured on, is surely a period whfn we might
pay a debt so old, so wrongfully witkheld. The
measures of the Administration are bad, indeed, if
they forbid our paying debts as sacred as this.
What next? Alas ! a series of argumeuts whose

shallowness and inconsistency intimite only the
dearth of any deeper or more coheren. ones :
" It is true," says the Message, 11 that, bjr the provisions

of the bill, payment is directed to be made in land scrip in¬
stead of money, but the effect upon the Treasury will be the
same. The public lands constitute one of the sources of pub¬
lic revenue, and if these claims be paid in land acrip, it will,
from the dale of the issue, to a great extent, tut off from the
Treasury the annual income from the sale of public lands ;
because payments for the lands sold by the Government may
ba expected to be made in scrip until it is all redeemed. If
those claims be just, they ought to be paid in money, and no¬

thing less valuable. The bill provides that tliev shall be pa»J
in land scrip, whe^by they are in effect to be a mortgage
upon the public landa in the new States.a mortgage, too,
held in great part, if not wholly, by non-residents of ihe
Suites in which the lands lie ; who may secure these lands to
the amount of several millions of acres, and then demand for
them exorbitant prices from the citizens of other States who
may desire to purchase them for settlement, or they may keep
t'.iem out of the market, and thus retard the prosperity and
growth of the States in which they are situated. Why this
unusual mode of satisfying claimants upen the Treaaury has
been resorted to, does not appear. It ia not consistent with a

sound public policy. If it be done in this case, it may be
d rne in all others. It wilt form a precedent for the satisfac¬
tion of all other stale and questionable claims, and would un¬

doubtedly be resorted to by all claimants who, after successive
trials, shall fail to have their claims recognised and paid in
money by Congress."

Did any one ever hear of such reasons as these
for not paying a debt ? As if well aware that the
previous ones can have convinced nobody that the
debt ought not to be satisfied, the Message now pro¬
ceeds to quarrel with the mode of payment whicb
Congress has devised as that which is easiest for
the Government, and will slowly, and, not without
a loss, eventually reimburse the claimants. The
Government.we need not say why.cannot pay in
cash ; a loan for the purpose the President has de¬
clared himself opposed to; and its property.its
lands, of which it has so great a dearth.he does
not choose to part with; for it occurs to him that
they might sell and the money not go into the pub¬
lic pocket! Now, is not here a foe to the Credit
System, a patron of Hard Money, that is an exam¬

ple to all debtors ? Of a sudden, it strikes him that
the claims are perhaps just; and so, not having
any money, he is shocked at the thdbght of paying
them in any thing but what is not to be had !
Now, really, if the claimants, so long misused, are
at last content to take land scrip, we cannot see

why the President should object, unless meaning to
give them something better. Such talk is a cruel
mockery. As to all the rest, about their becoming
44 non-resident landholders in the. States," 44 asking
exorbitant prices Tor them," and 44 retarding setde-
ment by keeping them out of market," it were to
be wished that the President had told us why this
land scrip is to be used so differently from anyother? or why all others who buy or get the pub¬
lic lands do not make the same dreadful use of
them ? Are you not afraid to let any public lauds
be sold ?

in half this paragraph the President considers
the claims too real and too valuable to allow people
to get them in the inadequate shape of land, lest
they should ask exorbitant prices for it! But be¬
hold, before the end, he pronounces the claims,
into which he has not time to look, 44 stale and
questionable !" Oh, mighty Daniel! hast thou
a second time 44 come to judge?" And is it thee
we have in the Presidency ?
Ye plundered Americans, whom the flag of your

country did not save from outrage.whom its faith
deceives.whom its Chief Magistrate insults for
ihe very length of your wrongs and poverty.go !
your rights are stalk ! And, no doubt, like other
things in that condition, they stink in the nostrils
of a President.who says he has not had lime to
examine into them !

But, humiliated by this review, we turn away
from all further commentary on the small remain-

tier of the Veto, begging only a little attention to
the two fir»t of the clotting paragraph* :

"Ttw bill proposes to pay five millions of dollar*, to be
paid in Inid scrip, and provide . that uo cliiim or memorial
shall be received by the commissionera authorised by the act,
. unless accompaniod by a release or discharge of the United
States fioiu all other and further coui|iensation than the claim
aut may be entitled to receive under the provision of lite M>t-'
These claims are estimated to amount to a much larger sum
thfn five millions of dollars, aad yet the claimant is required
to release to t':e Government all other compensation, and to

accept his share of a fund known to be inadequate.
" II these claims bo well founded* it wotlld be unjust to the

claimants to repudiate any portion of them, and the remain¬
ing sum could hereafter be resisted. The bill proposes to pay
these claims not in the currency known to lite constitution,
aud not to their full amount.
" Passed, as this bill has been, near the close of the aeasion,

and when many measures of importance necessarily demand
the attention of Congress, and possibly without that full and
deliberate consideration which the large sum it appropriates
and the existing Mate of the Treasury And or the country de¬
mand, I deem It to be my duty to withhold my approval, that
it may hereafter Undergo the revision of Congress. I have
come to this conclusion with regret. In interposing my ob¬
jections to its becoming a law, I am tfuly sensible that it
should be an extreme case which would make it the duty of
the Executive to withhold his approval of any bill passed by
Congress upon the ground of its expediency alone. Such a

case I consider this to be. JAMES K. POLK."

SALE OF UNITED STATES PROPERTY.
In this morning's Courier, Mr. Oeorge Morton, United

States agent, advertises lor sale at auction, one yawl boat,
three ncoWa, two steamboats, a quantity of timber, spik.es,
blasting powder, <fcc. purchased lor and used in the work oil

our harbor and piers. Willi great propriety the sale is to lake
place on the south pier.the exposed, dilapidated condition of
which is now the subject of so much remark and anxiety. A
little more than two hours expense of the Mexican war would
suffice to complete our harbor, according to its present plan,
or at least render it secure ; but Mr. Polk sneers at it as " the
mouth of a creek," and says appropriations for it are uncon¬

stitutional, and the money is, besides, wanted for the war.

Announcements of similar sales are made at tho various
haibors above us. All the United States property is to be sold
oir, and for the remainder of Mr. Polk's Administration it is
certain.unless the North as one man insists upon its rights.
the lives aud property of our citizens, and all the vast com¬
merce of the likes, will be exposed to the full fury of the
storms. As if to mock our calamities, light-houses will con¬
tinue to be kept up, marking where ports once were, and a

corps of highly scientific engineers will be engaged in making
a minute asid accurate survey of the lakes. If harbors are un¬

constitutional, by what right are these surveys made, and what
use will they be when completed ? By denying us harliors,
the surveys become useless, as a matter of course, to both the
Government aud citizens, and the constitutional rule that for-
bids harbors applies with equal force to surveys. The wick¬
edness of denying the one is only equalled by the absurdity of
pushing forward the other. But, as we have intimated above,
let the North present an unbroken front, on this and other
questions peculiarly and vitally affecting its interests, and the
evil we now have to complain of will soon be remedied.

[BxtffuUt Advertiser.
Mblaitcholt Cisi'iLTi..Mr. John W*si.Kt Fiaciiand

his wife met with a melancholy death ou the 21 st instant, near

Abingdon, Virginia. They were travelling, and had encamp,
ed for the night about six miles west of Abingdon, and wore

quietly reposing in their carryall, together with a nephew,
when the horse, being telhered to the wheel, took fright,
turned the wagon Ibottom upwards, and tlic two old people
were suffocated before they could be relieved. The young
man who was with them stales that they were returning from
a visit in North Carolina to their residence near Dresden,
Weakley county, Tennessee.

HOW TO OBTAIN A VERDICT.
Breach or Pbomisk Cask..The case of Conrad vs.

William*, which has been some years before the courts, was
finally disposed of last week at Ithaca, (New York.) by a ver¬
dict for the defendant. The suit was commcnced in Novem-
txsr, 1642, and at tlio trial in February following a verdict of
$8,000 was obtained, but a new trial was ordered by the Hu-
prems Court; it appearing, among other things, that there
was such a noise snd confusion in the court-house during the
charge, that the jury did not bear the J udge's intimation that
no promise had been proved. The second trial took place in
February, 1845, when the jury disagreed. The third and
last trial commenced ou Monday, 17lb instant, and occupiedthe week. It was tried before Hon. Amasa J. Pamkeb, of
the third circuit, and some seventy witnesses were examiaed.
After the cause had been given to the jury on Friday evening,they re|»oiied, at about 10 o'clock, their inability to aferee.They were sent out again for further deliberation At five
o'clock on Saturday morning the court was summoned by the
court, house bell, and again the jury reported their inability to
agree. Once more they were sent out for further deliberation.
About nine o'clock they reported for the third time their ina¬
bility to agree. Judge Parkbk assured them that the cir¬
cumstance was unfoitunate ; he regretted that they had passe-1
so uncomfortable a night; thai he would eodeavor to have
them more comfortably provided for in future; he would re¬
main in town until Monday morning to receive their verdict,if they should he sble by that time to agree; if not, he had a
circuit to hold at Albany, after which, and prolmbly in almut
two weeks, he would again attend to receive their verdict,should they be prepared to render it in the mean time the
sherifT would take all proper care for their accominodation and
comfort! Another brief half hour's ddilieration enabled the
jury to rejmrt that they had agreed on their rerdict, which
was rendered for the defendant..Ithaca Chronicle.
An ELtPHAWT's Duinns..We leain by a gentleman of

this city, who was at Lockport on Saturdsy, that at noon of
that day an elephant, belonging to a menagerie exhibitingthere, walked out of his tent towanl a span of hones attached
to a wagon some twenty rods off. The horses took fright as the
huge lieast approached them, broke loose, and ran a few rods
to the angle of a fence ; tho elephant followed, capsized the
wagon and threw the horses some two rods over the fence.
One of the horses rose with several broken ribs, and managed
to escaj>e his assailant, which fell upon the other with his
tusks, tore out his entrails, and continued to toss him alongthe fence some ten rods or more.
At this time the keeper, who was at dinner when the ele¬

phant escaped from the tent, came up and called the animal
by name. The elephant immediately obeyed the word, and
followed the keeper to an orchard about a hundred rods off,
where he was secured by strong chains made fast to the trunk
of a futl grown tree. Just as our informant left in the after¬
noon* he heard that the elephant had uprooted the tree to
which he was fastened, and had injured a man ; but learned no
|iarticulars. The rage of the elephant, it is said, was caused
by some tobacco concealed in the food that some of the by¬standers offerer! him. People cannot lie too cautious how
they trifle in such a way with an elephant.. Buffalo Corn.
Wolf Fihht..About a fornight ago a young man named

William Jackson, in one of the back settlements, was relum¬
ing from the woods, where he hail spent part of the day shoot¬
ing pigeons. When within about a mile of home he heard a
crackling in the underwood behind him, and turning to learn
the cause of the noise he beheld three enormous wolves coiningdirectly towanl him. He saw no chance of escape, aud de¬
termined to fight it out, as his only hope of safety. He threw
down his game, placed his back against a large tree, and si¬
lently awaited the attack of the ferocious animnis. Tho wolves
approached and walkrd around him two or three times at a
short distance, but seeing no chance of attack behind, theyadvanced in front.
When they were within a few feet, he levelled his gun,and fired the two barrels in succession, and two of the wolvesfell mortally wouixled ; the third sprang a* him, and was sa¬

luted on the head with a stunning blow from the hut end ofthe piece, hut the animal recovering seized (he young man liythe leg and both fell to the ground together in a deadly strug¬gle, in which the wnl(jore his antagonist severely in different
parts of the body. Feeling himself growing week from loss ofblood, the youth with some difficulty drew a knife from bispocket, made one despeiate plunge at the savage animal, andimmediately fell exhausted and senseless at the foot of the
tree, awfully mangled in the conflict ami covered with blood.When consciousnrss returned, the sight of his three enemieslying dead beside, him awakened his wandering senses to the
reality, ami hi* almost miraculous escape from de rth. Riaknifehe found rticking firmly to the handle in the heart ofhn latest foe.

With great difficulty lie reached home and alarmed his
./riends, who repaired to tho ajiot with lights, and brought homethe skins of the dead wolves as trophies of what we may justlycall an extraordinary exploit. The hero of the fight, as we
may call him, has nearly recovered from his wounds, althoughhe will bear to his grave the broad scars of hia triumphant and
deadly struggle with the three wolvea

[ Hytnwn ( Canndit) Oateile.
The people of North Carolina have decided at the late

election against establishing a penitentiary in that State by a
majority of from 15,000 to 30,000.

Democratic reasoning v*nw democratic
AUTHORITY*.

»ao* full iiin*isBftt<. " tMMiiTic uxioa."
J hk Last Fun Tmui lit roar..Tbe Repoit of the

Secretary of the Tnwury of ihe 2id of July, which our

friend of the Washington Uuidn nlys will bo " the greut
document of the true-trade party In every portion of the
country, advances auch novel doctrine* that we feel constrain¬
ed to take a briel notice of it, with a view of exhibiting iU
utter absurdity. 1 he broad and sweeping assertion u made
in thin report that the people of the country are taxed, in cou

sequence of the tariff, from three to four timea the additional
amount of the duty, and a moat sigular table in prepared to

prove thin fact.
The Secretary takes sixteen of the leading item* of manufac¬

ture and consumption In the country, vii: iron, and the ina-
' nufactures thereol j tbe manufactures of tobacco, cotton,'
wool, and leather j coal, salt, sugar, molasses, glass, paper,

' cordage, cotton bagging, hats and ca{w, straw hata, bonnets,
4 and braids, and eartheti*bre," amounting, in the aggregate,
to $331,198,850, and lays dpwn the position that, upon these1
itenia, "to bring a nett revenue of $1T,032,283 into the
' Treaaury, there was imposed by the tariff of 1842 a tax of
' $94,120,857 upon the people of these United States, of
' which $18,336,452 was gross revenue, and the remainder,
' $75,784,406, constituted the enhanced price of these pro-.
' tocted domestic articles " The mode of pioving the above
extraordinary position is this The Secretary takes the whole
consumption of the above named manufactures and adds there¬
to the duty, assuming that the domestic article is raised in
price lo precisely' that extent. Thus he sets down the con¬

sumption of coal at 4,317,659 tons, valued at $15,216,807,
and adds thereto the duty of $1.75 per ton, asserting that the
consumer is taxed $6,869,092 with a view o! bringing into'
the I reasury $130,221, the amount of duty collected on the'
foreign coal brought into the country last year. In other words,'
the Secretary lays down the position that a ton of coal at the'
Harrisburg wharf is raised in price$1.75 by the tariff of 1842,1
and that it* repeal would lower the price of a ton of coal to
that extent. Now, is there a sane man in this borough, or

anywhere else throughout the length and breadth of the Com-'
monwealtb, who will say that coal is raised one copper at this
place, or at Philadelphia, or Pittsburg, by the tariff law of
1842 > The fact is, that the price of coal has decreased
throughout Pennsylvania since 1842, and we might, if we
chose lo advance absurd theories, declare that this reduction
was owing to the passage of the tariff bill. The books of our

coal dealers show, that Wyoming anthracite coal retailed at the
Harrisburg wharf as follows : In 1841 at $4 ; 1842 at$3.25 j
1843 at $3.25 ; 1844 at $3 , and 1845~at $2.50. In Phila¬
delphia tbe reduction ui prices has been in a much greater
proportion. It must be an exceedingly rich joke to our neigh¬
bors of Pittsburg, who get their coal for about eighty cents a

ton, to be told that they are paying a duty of $1.75 upon it.
Again, in the item of cotton manufactures, the Secretary

contends that the duty is to be added lo the value of the
whole $55,157,048 worth manufactured and consumed in the
country, and hence the people pay a tax of $10,487,145
in order to get into tbe Treasury $3,731,005. Now, by the
report of the Secretary on commerce and navigation, it ap¬
pear* that we exported last year of domestic manufactured cot¬
ton goods, namely, printed and colored cottons, white nan¬

keen, twist, yam and thread, and other manufactured goods,
the neat little amount of $4,327,928 woith 5 and, if we can

export these cottons in comjietition with all the world, will any
man in bis sense* believe that the duty can be added to the
consumer on any of the above-named articles of cotton goods,

Again, in regard to iron, and tbe manufactures of iron, tl»e
Secretary asserts that the consumer is taxed some twenty-five
millions of dollars for the purpose of putting into the Treasu-
ry about three million* arid a quarter. A* to what extent the
Secretary's theory may apply to these manufactures we are1
unable to say precisely, but we venture the assertion that it is
as grossly erroneous as in the case of cotton goods, possibly
more so ; for we are very certain that the heaviest machinery
now made of iron, such as stationary and locomotive engines,
printing machinery and h^avy castings, are cheaper at the pre¬
sent time than they weie in 1841, under the operation of the
compromise act. ,

11 this celebrated theory will apply in any case, it will ap¬
ply in Uje following, which we put by way of exhibiting tbe
ulwurdily of the Secretary's position. During tbe year 1837
there was imported into the United States upwards of lour
million dollars worth of wheat. We do not know what tbe
duty amounted to on this wheat, but we presume it paid 20
P*r cent- uruJer the compromise act, which yielded a revenue
to the Government of $800,000. Aa there was produced and
consumed in the United States that year about one hundred
million bushels of wheat, .ccording to the logic of the Secre¬
tary of the Treasury, the people of the United St.te* were

taxed $20,000,000 to get into the Treasury this $800,000 of
revenue. And, inasmuch as there is now a duty of 25 cents
a bushel on wheat, the jieoplc were taxed last year upwards
of $25,000,000 without giving a dollar of revenue to the
Government. We venture the assertion that there is not a

fanner or bread-eater in any part of the country where free
schools have been established who will believe this doctrine ;
and if the froe trade party is to sustain itself ujwn such prin¬
ciples, we apprehend its race will soon be run.

Ca*aoa.. The foreign arrivals of passengers at Quebec
this season, up to August 15, was 27,844. The Pilot, on
the authority of letter* from London, considers Earl Cath-
<. art's recall from the Government of Canada a thing deter¬
mined on. Considering that Earl Gait is Minister, wc think
it probable that there will be a new Governor, and that a
course of policy more akin to that of Lord Sctdxwiiam will
be pursued. I he debt of the Canadaa, some fourteen mil¬
lions, is a gieat embanassment The act of Congress of Au¬
gust 8ih allows the Canada* to send their produce through the
State of New York, by canal or railroad, for exportation only.
Should it not have allowed the millers of Cleveland Black
Roek, Kochester, Oswego, 4ic. to import Canadian' grain,,
grind it, and then ship off the equivalent in flour ' \s it
stands, it is presumed that the grinding is secured to the Ca¬
nadian miller. Canada can now export and import beyond
sea without using the St. Lawrence .New York paper!

8ick*ess AT Haokmstowx..The Hagerstown News of
Wednesday say. : .« The amount of sickness that now pre
vuilsin Hagerstown and its vicinity is truly alarming. Fe¬
vers of every line and dye, remittent, intermittent, bilious,
typhus, congestive, snd many other kinds either 'too nume-
roos to mention, or beyond our ken, have prostrsted hun-

, !T.l 'H" hav® donc a full share of levelling be-
r * will excuse the want of editorial attention

in to day s paper when we tell him that no less than six or
eight of our family, .. well as three of the hands in our of¬
fice, have, within the past week, been prostrate with disease
and we our*>lf have received a nhakr. that we won't get over
without 'something to take.'"

Th«Ha* Pcnao Coy a*t..The San Pedro, a Hpsnish
eighty-four gun ship, left Cadix some time in the year 1815,
for Hpaniah South America, with nearly a thousand person,
on hwPl, a portion of them being officers and troops sent out
to aid in the attempted subjection of the revolted colonies of
P*1"'

,
* ". Ma" Pedro was convoying various smaller ves¬

sels having troofm on boanl, and she herself carried the funds
to dwfray the expense of the expedition, supposed to amount
to at least half a million of dollars. Off the island of Marga¬
rita the San Pedro was blown up with a terrible explosion,
from fire having accidentally communicated with the spirit
room. A large number of lives were lost, tbe vessel was to¬
tally destroyed, and the treasure on board, of course, scattered
and sunk.

Shortly after this occurrence an American residing at Cu
rnaua mad* an effort to recover the tieasure, and succeeded in
getting about five thousand dollars. jNo further attempt was
made until the year 1843, when a company was formed in
lialiimore wiih a view to the recovery of the lost treasures
called the San Pedro Company. A vessel was purchased aad
sent upon tbe search, but she failed to obtain any thing ow
ing to the inadequacy of the machinery which -he carried out
1 ho*e who went out on thi* expedition Matisfi. d themselves
however, of the feasibility of the plan, and a second vessel
was dispau hed, which was more successful. Hhc returned

anchors, Urrel. of gra|s< and chain shot, and several large
pieces of ordnance The third ex,.edition wa. then fitted out,which returned lo Baltimore aliout the first of July last, hav-
iiik obtained about the same amount of property a. wa* reco¬
vered on the second voyage.

1 '

°f lh" nmU*r' " ,akrn "P from the lied of

"T Th* fr"<."Uof the ves-

mstters (rII ?i dollars, and various other
i

" le * fallen into one oonfused masa,have lwcorne comlnned by the action of tnne and the wavel
i ones sand, cockle-shells, and various other submarine
t.mcee, f,,rrn"»* "ingular and interesting collections. It is

very h»rd fo get these masses up. Most of the money is
found buried four feet deep m the sand, the bottom hem* hard
sir,,I, mixed with shells, eoial, *c. Some of it ia dug where
itie coral is several inches thick, most of it white rotten coral
Where the property lies the water ia sixty feet deep..Attat.

AMERICAN INSTITUTE.

I The Nineteenth Annual Fair of thin Association
opens ou the fifth of October next, at Niblo's Gar¬
den, in the city of New York.

Eighteen years have now passed since the State
of New York gave a legal existence to this Insti¬
tute, with full power to increase and multiply our
home resources in all the ways ol agriculture, com¬
merce, manufactures, and the arts. The exertions
of the pa»t eighteen year* are known to the people j but »t is
not no well known that almoot the wholo labor has l**<u per¬
formed by the volunteer patriotic devotion of the member* of
the Institute. E>»ch successive year ha* proved greater in the
result* than each former one. Now it is thronged by more
than two hundred thousand spectator. during its exhibition;
The prill® of country gain- new strength every year, and that
pride is Also accompanied with the pleasing Diet that our com¬
fort and our wealth are increaaed by it.
Our probation as a young nation has been long, tvery

art has been uaed to blind us to our true destiny. Our litera¬
ture, our general popular press, teem with the most inviting
doctrines of free trade. Our agriculture is praised, but they
eat uone of our coio. We are advised to till the earth to raise
hog and hominy 5 to raise cotton, but not to spin it, oot to
weave it, not to dye it, and soon nofto make a pair of panta*
loons of it.
W hen General Jac ksoh, in the height of his popularity and

power, said that " our political system would thus preaent the
« anomaly of a people stripped of the right to foster theii own
« industry, and to counteract the most sclfinh and destructive
« policy which might be adopted by foreign nations," and that
" it is principally as manufactures and commerce tend to in*
* criaat the endue of agricultural productions, and to extend
« their application to the wants and comforts of society,
. that the? deserve the fostering care of Government" he
spoke the doctrine of the true Rejfoblicana of America. The
Araericau Institute can only try to carry them energetically
out; and that they will do. We will «. if we cannot make
our own hob-nails and rat-traps. We think that we have seen

the last catling vote for centuries in favor of a foreign and dead
against American home industry. We shall show, as on all for-
mor occasions in our history, from the days ol Capt. Smith and
Pocahontas and of the Pilgrims of Plymouth Rock, that the
more we are endeavored to be pressed against our own wcll-
being, the hurder is the reaction of our great spring. We
shall, therefore, hail with double satisfaction the return of the

| patriotic exhibition of the works of art, labor, genius, and per¬
severing industry of our fellow-citizens. We hope that the
cattle-show will be more crowded than even before with the

j most splendid specimens of tile stock ofanimalaofour own coun-

try ; that our artists and manufacturers, farmers and garden-
! ers will out-do aU former exhibitions by their noble products.! Let them come : there will be two or three hundred thousand
| citixens to admire them, whether foreignert do or not. A tripI to our metropolis is always interesting, but tens of thousands
of persons prefer to make it during the Fair, that they may,! al no additional cost worth remembering, see tons of thousands
of the beautiful, curious, and invaluable useful works of onr

own countrymen, and women, too.
,

Nxw York, August 21, 1846.

"CONSTITUTIONAL" INTERNAL IMPROVE¬
MENTS.

Mr Calhoun, in his Senate report on the Mfmphis me¬

morial, states that the Genefol Government, under the power
to .' regulate commerce," may constitutionally improve such
rivers " as have three or more States bordering on their navi-
« gable waters, but not those whose navigable waters are em-
. braced within one, or, at farthest, two 8tates." Thus Con¬
gress has undoubted constitutional power to improve the Dela¬
ware and Connecticut, for there are three or more States bor-
derjng upon each. More 01 leas sUctching of that power will
also enable them to improve the Big Sandy, Pearl, Perdido,
and St. Mary's rivers, anil all those, cxcept the bdisto, of
South Carolina, for they are in two 8t*tes ; but it will be
high trea-on to the constitution to sf«nd a cent u|»onthe Hud¬
son, the Missouri, the Illinois, the Arkansas, or the Alabama,
each being in but a single Slate. Here, indeed, we find the
perfection of reason, in discovering a rule by which Congress
c an legally make improvements of minor streams, which «fre
comparatively valueless, and yet are prohibited from apply-
ing this granted power to the improvement of great natural
channels of internal comiuerce and trade. Perhaps however,
the reversal of this rule would look too much like exercising
the powers of the Government for the "general welfare" of
the country to please men whose views are entirely local.

W. C.

THE COPPER REGION.

KkxwesaW Point, Lakk Sunmioa,
Jui»f 15, 1846.

Whether the copjrer which is so evidently buried here can
be disinterred in sufficient quantities, and with sufficient
cheapness, to render the mining for it profitable, accms to me
as yet an open question. The specimens which I have seen
were not of copper ore, but the pure native metal, occurring
in isolated masses in the veins of the trap rock, which is here
the rock of the country. These veins vary in width from
mere threads to lodes of two or three feet. They are com¬

posed of spar, colored generally greenish by the presence ol
some combination of copper in a small proportion, and appear
to Tun with considerable regularity either north and south, or

intersecting east and west. The north and south lodes un¬
derlie with a slight inclination to the xlest, and the east and
west, running with the strata of the rock, with a (prater incli¬
nation to the north. The first thing to be done in mining is
to fiud one of these veins sufficiently promising in width and
apiiearance to begin upon. Now, if the country, instead of
being covcred with loone rock, soil, decayed trees, and an al-
inost impenetrable forest, were denuded as it is slong the
ahore of the lake, thia would be an easy matter < though even
then it would require much experience to decide where it was
best to make an owning so as to intersect the veins below the
surface, or how long it wc-nM be best to prosecute the search
at one locality before abandoning it and trying another, and
many other such questions that would arise 111 the course of
the investigation. But being as it is, the finding a good lode
ia the first and greatest difficulty. Searching for them la here
called "exploring" and " prospecting".an extensive opera¬
tion, in which, from what I have seen of the persons employ¬
ed by them, I have no doubt many companies have needlessly
wasted "their funds, without any reasonable prospect of an

equivalent return. The only possible advantage that I can
conceive of from the employment of manifestly incompetent
agents in this business is the favorable effect it may have on
the value of tlieir shares in the market at home, for companies
to be able to report that they have " men on the ground."
When a lode is fixed upon, the next thing is to sink a

shaft, which involvea also an expensive outlay. Miners are
to be engaged, and means to provide for them houses, sup¬
plies, materials, Acc. These miners do not work like our
Yankee laborers 5 they are, as I mentioned in one of my former
letters, very intracla^, and it is not to be expected that good
men can be hired to come and direct them and superintendafikirs in these wild isolated "diggins" for nothing. Alto¬
gether, it is evident to me that no company, unless they dis¬
cover a much richer vein of ore than any that has been found
as yet, will he likely to realize an immediate profit upon the
capital they have inve«ted ; though of the ultimate success of
those companies who manage their affairs with economy there
ia every ground for a reasonable expectation..Boston Post-

A Lxariki. Prular..Some years ago a gentleman, who
had been appointed professor in the department of Onentn
Literature in one of our Colleges, went out to Asia to per c< t
himself in the neccssary learning for his new duties^ <>

finding all the teaching which he desired he came back to
Germany, hoping among the savans of that intellectual coun¬
try to And some one with whom he could complete his studies.
There he was told that the most learned man in that depart¬
ment was a Jew, who had been for several "p*The professor returned, and, after applying to the Rabbi at

Bonion, finally touched 011 the obj«t of his "TVJhi. great surprise, it was the very Jew who hsd tfcSO, furingall hia al.ser.ee, peddling jewelry and ^,own college-yard. The pedlar proved olhe re.Hy
of the learning which had been attributed to h.m, and -nee
the discovery, the young professor hss been pursuinghis
studies under the learned pedlar*, tuition with much satiafoc-
lion. .Journal of Commerce.

.

Camhbidsk Cm-uaos LisRARX.-By actual enumeration
lately made, thia library consists of ft 1,000 volumes, exclusive
of eight or ten thousand pamphlela. 1 he department of
American history is supposed to be the largest in 'he world
being 5,000 volumes. The oldest work on American hiMory
known to exist is a letter from Columbus, translated from
Italian into Latin, and published in 1494.

Thi Thousarp Milks' Walk-.Wednesday was the last
day of the six weeks' job of Eaton, the i>edestrisn, at Cale¬
donia Springs There is littfe doubt thst he has accomplished
the feat of walking a thousand miles in aa many hours, as,
when last bear.I from, lie was trotting his mile every hour,
with wonderful spirit and vigor for a man of hi. advanced age,
(aeventy year..)


